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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Twenty-sixth Report — “Transport of Persons in Custody” — Tabling 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [2.31 pm]: I am directed to present the twenty-sixth report of 
the Standing Committee on Public Administration, “Transport of Persons in Custody”. 

[See paper 4184.] 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: The report that I have just tabled advises the house of the inquiry into the transport of persons 
in custody. On 26 November 2014, the Standing Committee on Public Administration resolved to initiate an own-
motion inquiry into the transport of persons in custody. The inquiry arose following the committee identifying 
concerns relating to the transport of persons in custody while undertaking its oversight role. The committee’s terms 
of reference required it to consult regularly with named statutory office holders, including the Office of the 
Inspector of Custodial Services. The inquiry’s terms of reference required the committee to focus on the court 
security and custodial services contract, which is currently held by Serco Australia Pty Ltd. 

The committee received a large amount of evidence during a number of public and private hearings and conducted 
site visits to several Perth prisons, the Perth watch house in Northbridge and the District and Supreme Courts. Some 
of these visits occurred as part of the committee’s statutory officeholder function. In June 2015, during the 
committee’s inquiry, the Minister for Corrective Services advised Parliament that the current CS and CS contract 
would not be rolled over, and that tender documents would be released in the coming months. The committee 
resolved to continue the inquiry in order to inform Parliament of the outcome of its investigations and of relevant 
facts and gaps identified in the CS and CS contract. The committee hopes that this report will assist the decision-
makers in the re-tender process. 

One matter that concerned the committee during the inquiry and consumed much of its time, and to which the 
committee wishes to draw the house’s attention was the non-provision of documents. Ernst and Young Australia 
was engaged to undertake a mid-term review of the CS and CS contract in September 2014. Given the importance 
of the EY review to its inquiry, the committee requested the un-redacted document from the minister on numerous 
occasions. Between May and December 2015, the committee wrote to the minister four times and each time 
received a refusal to provide the documents on the basis that the review contained commercial-in-confidence 
information. The committee is concerned about and disappointed at the lack of cooperation by the minister and his 
continuing refusal to provide documents central to the inquiry despite numerous requests and assurances from the 
committee as to the safe custody and use of the information in those documents. 

I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their very hard work on this important inquiry, the staff of 
the committee and the Hansard staff. I commend the report to the house. 
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